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Dr. Martin, 
	Drawing from what previous students had told me, I walked into JMC 3423 with the expectation that this course would be challenging, but rewarding. I was relieved on syllabus day after you explained that this class was about growing as a writer, not the grade. This course met my expectations in several areas. I grew as a writer, became a better researcher, understood the process of workshopping a piece and had a little bit of fun along the way. 
	I enjoyed working with Norman Parks and Recreation as our client this semester. For me, I liked how we got to focus on one specific thing rather than jumping all over the place. Prior to this course I knew agency life wasn’t for me and this process affirmed it. Also, I liked the fact that we served a local client. Not only did we do these assignments for this course, we will also have the option to show Norman Parks and Recreation our work and give them advice regarding improvements they should make. 
	Another area I grew this semester was as a researcher. The SWOT and Communication Audit assignment required an immense amount of effort and research. The two qualities every good researcher needs are persistence and effort. Stay engaged and work hard and the answers one needs will come. 
	The main area I grew this semester was as a writer. Coming into JMC 3423 I felt that I already had a decent foundation of skills. I received a grade lower than I would have liked on the first assignment and it was a gut-check for me. From there, in every writing piece we were assigned I would accept nothing but my complete best. I would find examples, restart and rework papers and polish my works until I felt completely satisfied. 
	I feel the course assignments we completed all were necessary and related to our future careers as public relations practioners. I enjoyed the brochure and poster assignments as we got to focus on the design side. 
	I think the workshop environment worked for most people in our class. It wasn’t very helpful for me as I only had one workshopping partner and I felt she never gave me enough edits or criticism to move further. However, when we came together as a class and workshopped altogether I felt I walked away with more to change. I personally believe this is a more effective method of workshopping. 
	Overall, I enjoyed this class. I grew as a writer and feel that I leave this course more ready to jump into the professional world. As for my grade, I believe I earned an A. I was prompt and always on time to class, respectful at all times, always gave effort on my writing assignments and sought help when I needed to. Thank you so much for all your help this semester and hope you are our research teacher in the fall! 

Best,
Hayden Blake 







Press Release Reflection: 
For the press release assignment, I felt I had a good foundation of the general knowledge of how to write this piece from my experience in JMC 2033. I looked back on my assignment from that course to refresh my memory and got to work. After turning in my initial draft and receiving feedback both from Dr. Martin and my workshopping partner I incorporated the changes that were necessary. My press release assignment had to go through three separate revisions. It was a frustrating process but overall, I am pleased with how it came out. 
















For immediate release
Norman Parks and Recreation to Host Inaugural Mother Son Dance
Norman, Oklahoma (February 13, 2018)- The Inaugural Mother Son Dance sponsored by Norman Parks and Recreation is set for April 28 at the Embassy Suites in Norman (2501 Conference Drive). 
The two dance sessions are at 3:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
Tickets are $15 and are available for purchase at: https://cityofnorman.thundertix.com
 This new event provides a similar opportunity to the Daddy Daughter Dance that occurs each February. This dance sees several thousand attendees each year and is touted as one of Norman’s premiere events. 
The Inaugural Mother Son Dance looks to build off of the momentum of this already established and successful event. With over 1,400 Norman Citizens currently interested the Parks and Recreation department hopes this event will provide a similar experience to mothers and sons that Fathers and daughters have at their dance each February. 
The dance is open to boys aged 4-14. There is no difference in the two dance times and tickets are session specific and will sell out quickly. A ticket is required for each person attending the dance. The suggested attire is equivalent to the Daddy Daughter Dance but each attendee is encouraged to wear what they please. 
For more information, email parkrec@normanok.gov or visit the Norman Parks and Recreation Facebook Page
                                                             ###


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
February 14, 2018
Media Contact:
Hayden Blake 
201 West Gray C
Norman, Oklahoma 73070
Phone: 405 366 5472

Norman Parks and Recreation to host inaugural Mother Son Dance
NORMAN, Okla.-
The Inaugural Mother Son Dance looks to build off the popularity of the Daddy-Daughter Dance that occurs each February.  With over 1,400 Norman Citizens currently interested, the Parks and Recreation department hopes this event will provide a similar experience to mothers and sons that fathers and daughters have at their dance each February. 
The dance is open to boys aged 4-14 who want to dance the night away with the most special lady in their life. There is no difference in the two dance times and tickets are session specific. A ticket is required for each person attending the dance. The suggested attire is equivalent to the Daddy Daughter Dance but each attendee is encouraged to wear what they please. 
· The two dance sessions are at 3:30 p.m. and 6 p.m. 
· Tickets are $15 and available for purchase at: https://cityofnorman.thundertix.com
· For more information, email parkrec@normanok.gov or visit the Norman Parks and Recreation Facebook Page.
                                                          -More-


About Norman Parks and Recreation: 
The Norman Parks and Recreation Department strives to provide accessible, attractive, enjoyable and safe park facilities and recreation activities for the citizens of Norman. The department operates 55 neighborhood and community parks and several other recreation facilities. 
###


















Backgrounder reflection: 
I decided to get creative with the backgrounder assignment. After looking at several examples online I decided I would design my backgrounder on canva rather than just writing one. For this assignment, I only incorporated Dr. Martin as my workshopping partner had little to say. This revision process was relatively painless as I only had to add a little more information in a few sections. I really enjoyed this assignment as I got to be a little creative while still focusing on content. 
[image: /Users/haydenblake/Desktop/Copy of Backgrounder draft 2 (1).pdf]
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Brochure Reflection: 
The brochure assignment was another one that I enjoyed. I felt this assignment was my first breakthrough with our client this semester. I felt this way because in my brochure I rebranded parks and recreation using new colors and a new logo that I created. From this assignment forward I had a strong brand that I could continue using in my work. I used canva to design my brochure and looked through several company and university examples before starting. This revisions process was also relatively short as I spent ample time on my first draft. I had to add more content and change up some photos to improve my design. 
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Editorial Reflection 
This assignment was something brand new to me. I had no idea that as a PR practioner I would be writing editorials and guest columns. It was also my first taste of ghostwriting, which I enjoyed. I did ample research and read several guest columns before begginnig the assignement. Jason coming in and talking to our class was also very beneficial. At first, I wrote this assignment as a letter. After coming to class and reading everyone elses I realized my formatting was a little off and some things needed to be changed. My final product is something I am proud of and overall, I enjoyed this assignment. 















To all Norman Residents: 
I write to you in a pivotal time of growth and positive change in our city. On October 13, 2015, our voters chose to take a step and pass the Norman Forward Initiative in order to improve our city and pursue a quality community to our citizens. 
	Your faithfulness and willingness to buy into the mission of Norman has allowed our leadership to create a place where quality of life for all is a top priority. 
	After years of hard work and planning we are finally seeing the ideas and plans of Norman Forward come to fruition. 
This memorial day, the Westwood Family Aquatic Center will open. With a lazy river, diving area, water slides and plenty of spaces for the whole family this project represents the start of a community focused on the quality of lives of its citizens.  
Season passes are for sale and more information can be found on our website Normanparks.com.
Change does not happen overnight and the city as well as us at the Norman Parks and Recreation department appreciate the patience and passion of the people of our city. 
Looking to the future, several Norman Forward initiatives remain on schedule to open. The $39 million Central Branch Library project construction is moving as planned and is expected to open in the Summer of 2019. 
The Indoor-multi sport facility, Indoor aquatic center and sports complex improvements are scheduled to begin in 2020. 
With any dynamic and complicated plan, somethings do not always go as planned. To our senior’s and their loved ones, we want you to know that we hear your concern. 
The city has made a commitment to construct and improve the quality of life of all citizens, and this includes our senior population. The senior center will be built; you have our word. 
It has been nearly five years since this process began and when progress takes time sometime we can lose our vision and focus. As our city moves forward, our leadership is confident that will we look back at our investment and appreciate what we did together as a community. You made a commitment to pursue quality of life measures to elevate the City of Norman to the home we all know it can be and we cannot wait to continue to deliver on our promises. 

Best, 
Jason Olsen 











Norman Forward progress and concerns 
Jason Olson: Interim Director of Norman Parks and Recreation 
Our beautiful city of Norman is in a pivotal time of growth and positive change in our city. On October 13, 2015, our voters chose to take a step and pass the Norman Forward Initiative in order to improve our city and pursue a future of growth and community for our citizens. 
	Your faithfulness and willingness to buy into the mission of Norman has allowed our leadership to create a place where quality of life for all is a top priority. 
	After years of hard work and planning we are finally seeing the ideas and plans of Norman Forward come to fruition. 
This Memorial Day, the Westwood Family Aquatic Center will open. With a lazy river, diving area, water slides and plenty of spaces for the whole family this project represents the start of a community focused on the quality of lives of its citizens.  
Season passes are for sale and more information can be found on our website Normanparks.com.
Change does not happen overnight and the city as well as us at the Norman Parks and Recreation department appreciate the patience and passion of the people of our city. 
Looking to the future, several Norman Forward initiatives remain on schedule to open. The $39 million Central Branch Library project construction is moving as planned and is expected to open in the Summer of 2019. 
The indoor-multi sport facility, indoor aquatic center and sports complex improvements are scheduled to begin in 2020. 
With any dynamic and complicated plan, somethings do not always go as planned. To our seniors and their loved ones, we want you to know that we hear your concerns regarding the need for a Senior Center in Norman. 
The city has made a commitment to construct and improve the quality of life of all citizens, and this includes our senior population. The senior center will be built; you have our word. 
After careful consideration and listening to your needs we have a sufficient plan that addresses your concerns. The University North Park TIF includes funding for a cultural center. This Cultural Center funding that is set aside will now be used to construct a brand new Senior Center near the YMCA and future indoor sports facility and aquatic center.  
It has been nearly five years since this process began and when progress takes time sometime we can lose our vision and focus. As our city moves forward, our leadership is confident that will we look back at our investment and appreciate what we did together as a community.
 You made a commitment to pursue quality of life measures to elevate the City of Norman to the home we all know it can be and we cannot wait to continue to deliver on our promises. 






Media Advisory Reflection: 
The media advisory assignment was one of our very last of the semseter. This was another writing assignment that I had no idea how to tackle. Again, I googled some examples and got to work. I wrote this assignment with some press release language. I kept it concise, to the point and made sure to incorporate the boilerpalte I have used throughout this course. There was relatively no editing that had to go into this assignment, which is something I was proud of. It showed me that I had grown as a writer over this semester. 
















PRESS CONFERENCE TO ADDRESS WATERPARK CONCERNS
The City of Norman in conjunction with the Parks and Recreation Department will host a press conference at 9:00 a.m. on Saturday May 5th in order to address the current concerns of the Westwood Water Park. It will take place in front of the park. This press conference will provide a forum to answer questions as well as address any citizen concerns. City of Norman Mayor, Lynne Miller, will speak as well as City Council members Kyle Allison and Bill Hickman. Jason Olsen from Parks and Recreation will also speak and field questions. Thank you for your patience as we as a city move through this unfortunate occurrence. 

For more information regarding the event: 
Norman Parks and Recreation 
(405) 366-5472

About Norman Parks and Recreation:
The Norman Parks and Recreation Department strives to provide accessible, attractive, enjoyable and safe park facilities and recreation activities for the citizens of Norman. The department operates 55 neighborhood and community parks and several other recreation facilities. 






CITY OR NORMAN PRESS CONFERENCE TO ADDRESS WATERPARK CONCERNS
The City of Norman in conjunction with the Parks and Recreation Department will host a press conference at 9:00 a.m. tomorrow in order to address the flooding of the Westwood Golf Course. It will take place in front of the park. This press conference will provide a forum to answer questions as well as address any citizen concerns. City of Norman Mayor, Lynne Miller, will speak as well as City Council members Kyle Allison and Bill Hickman. Jason Olsen from Parks and Recreation will also speak and field questions. 
· Tomorrow April 30th 
· 9:00 a.m. 
· Westwood Family Aquatic Center

For more information regarding the event: 
Norman Parks and Recreation 
(405) 366-5472

About Norman Parks and Recreation:
The Norman Parks and Recreation Department strives to provide accessible, attractive, enjoyable and safe park facilities and recreation activities for the citizens of Norman. The department operates 55 neighborhood and community parks and several other recreation facilities. 




Poster Reflection: 
I used canva to design my poster assignment. I chose to keep it simple and use limited copy. This is usually my go to style when it comes to designing deliverables. I made sure to use the same light blue color I used throughout this semester to keep the design on brand. I also incorporated the logo I designed for Norman Parks and Rec. I only had to make one small change to my design. I added “and more” to the second poster that way it publicizes more than just volleyball.  
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Social Media Calendar Reflection: 
This assignment was definitely the most difficult thing we did in this class. It wasn’t overwhelmingly challenging; it just took an immense amount of time. Also, coming up with 13 original pieces of content each day for Norman Parks and Recreation across three platforms was difficult. To formulate some ideas for content, I went on my Hootsuite account and explored some of my upcoming scheduled posts for accounts I run. Additionally, I looked at the University of Oklahoma official accounts and other cities Parks and Recreation pages. Honestly, I did not enjoy this assignment. I feel it is necessary for the course, it was just difficult to do while trying to piece together my portfolio. This assignment definitely opened my eyes to how difficult social media managing is.  













Social Media Calendar 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Media Relations/Contact List 
Matthew Price
The Oklahoman Arts & Entertainment 
mprice@oklahoman.com
+1 (405) 475-4109

Caleb Slinkard 
Norman Transcript 
http://www.twitter.com/aggiejedimaster
editor@normantranscript.com

Kelly Dyer Fry
Editor and VP of News
kfry@oklahoman.com
405-475-3979

Teddy Lehman 
KREF-AM
https://twitter.com/tedlehman11
production@kref.com



Torre Mulroney 
OU Daily: City news reporter
torre.d.mulroney@ou.edu

Alesha Leemaster 
Norman Public Schools: Executive Director of Community Relations
Leemastera@norman.k12.ok.us

Rebekah Collins 
Norman Magazine/Norman Transcript 
Rebekah@normantranscript.com
405-366-3554
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DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION

The department is divided into four divisions and is responsible for park systems, recreational
facilities and various programs.

ADMINISTRATION

The administration division is responsible for the management of all 4 divisions, 62 total
employees, as well as the budgeting, accounting and capital improvement resources.

PARK MAINTENANCE

The Park Maintenance division is responsible for providing and maintaining the city parks,
recreation facility grounds and athletic fields.

RECREATION

The Recreation Division is responsible for the operation of all five recreation facilities. This division
is also responsible for overseeing Norman youth Baseball and Softball and special events
throughout the year.

WESTWOOD PARK GOLF

The Westwood Park Golf division is responsible for maintaining the 18-hole championship golf
course and promoting the sport to men, women and children.

SPORTS OFFERINGS

Norman Parks and Recreation offers six sports opportunities to the community. Sports are
available for young boys and girls as well as adults. In addition, the department offers summer
sports camps and golf programs. The offerings not in the graphic below are youth and adult

softball

OO

VOLLEYBALL

BASEBALL

BASKETBALL

ADULT FOOTBALL

y 4]/
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NORMAN FORWARD

The Norman Forward initiative started as an idea form community groups and residents in order to
improve the quality of life of all citizens. The program's goal is to provide programming and public
projects that will increase citizen physical activity, appreciation of the arts and increase overall
traffic safety. Norman Forward is funded by a 15-year ear marked sales tax. This process includes an
implementation plan, community involvement and clear communication with citizens. The
Norman Forward projects include Park improvement plans, sports and recreation park
construction, an indoor aquatic complex and many other things.

SPORTS AND

PARK IMPROVEMENT RECREATION WATERPARK

CONSTRUCTION

There are six different park The Sports complex projects The Westwood Family Aquatic

constructions or renovations include new outdoor soccer fields Center is a $12 million project that

detailed in the plan. With a budget with lighting at Griffin Park, new will include a large pool, lazy river,

of $25 million the city of Norman baseball fields with lighting at slides and water sprays. The

plans on constructing one new Reaves park and a new multi-field Westwood aquatic center aims to

park and renovating five others. softball and football complex. The be the first large Norman Forward
City of Norman also plans to project to be completed.

construct an indoor multi-sport
facility for basketball and
volleyball. The budget for this
combined projects are
approximately $33 million.

ANNUAL EVENTS

DADDY DAUGHTER DANCE

Norman Parks and Recreation's Daddy Daughter Dance occurs around February each year and is
an absolute hit!

OUTDOOR MOVIE SERIES

The outdoor movie series occurs throughout the summer at both Lions and Reaves Park. Popular
animated films are shown for families to enjoy on a summer night!

4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION

The 4th of July Celebration happens each year at Reaves Park. The celebration includes live music,
food trucks, a cornhole tournament and much more.

FUNDING

The Norman Parks and Recreation Department is funded by taxpayer dollars. They use this funding

to operate and pay their employees.
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DEPARTMENT ORGANIZATION

The department is divided into four divisions and is responsible for park systems, recreational
facilities and various programs. Jason Olsen is the current supervisor of the department on a
temporary basis.

ADMINISTRATION

The administration division is responsible for the management of all 4 divisions, 62 total

employees, as well as the budgeting, accounting and capital improvement resources.

PARK MAINTENANCE

The Park Maintenance division is responsible for providing and maintaining the city parks,
recreation facility grounds and athletic fields.

RECREATION

The Recreation Division is responsible for the operation of all five recreation facilities. This division
is also responsible for overseeing Norman youth Baseball and Softball and special events
throughout the year.

WESTWOOD PARK GOLF

The Westwood Park Golf division is responsible for maintaining the 18-hole championship golf

course and promoting the sport to men, women and children.

SPORTS OFFERINGS

Norman Parks and Recreation offers six sports opportunities to the community. Sports are
available for young boys and girls as well as adults. In addition, the department offers summer
sports camps and golf programs. The offerings not in the graphic below are softball and golf.

VOLLEYBALL

Volleyball leagues are offered to Norman children from 2nd-8th grade. The season runs from April-
May and includes a six-game regular season and playoff.

BASEBALL

Baseball leagues are offered for children aged 5-14 in Norman. The Norman Parks and Recreation
hosts baseball leagues in the fall and the spring.

BASKETBALL

The department offers an adult basketball league along with their Jr. Jammers league. These
leagues begin play in the winter months of each year.

ADULT FOOTBALL

The department offers an adult flag football league in the spring and fall of each year.

2O

There is a five-game regular season and a playoff.

y 4]/
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NORMAN FORWARD

The Norman Forward initiative started as an idea form community groups and residents in order to

improve the quality of life of all citizens. The program's goal is to provide programming and public

projects that will increase citizen physical activity, appreciation of the arts and increase overall
traffic safety. Norman Forward is funded by a 15-year ear marked sales tax. This process includes an
implementation plan, community involvement and clear communication with citizens. The
Norman Forward projects include Park improvement plans, sports and recreation park

construction, an indoor aquatic complex and many other things.

PARK IMPROVEMENT

There are six different park
constructions or renovations
detailed in the plan. With a budget
of $25 million the city of Norman
plans on constructing one new
park and renovating five others.

SPORTS AND
RECREATION

CONSTRUCTION

The Sports complex projects
include new outdoor soccer fields
with lighting at Griffin Park, new
baseball fields with lighting at
Reaves park and a new multi-field
softball and football complex. The

WATERPARK

The Westwood Family Aquatic
Center is a $12 million project that
will include a large pool, lazy river,
slides and water sprays. The
Westwood aquatic center aims to
be the first large Norman Forward

City of Norman also plans to
construct an indoor multi-sport
facility for basketball and
volleyball. The budget for this
combined projects are
approximately $33 million.

project to be completed.

DRAFT NORMAN FORWARD Project Timeline
PROJECT Time shown in calendar years
2016 | 2017 | 2018 | 2019 | 2020 | 2021

TO BE DETERMINED BASED ON CITY'S ABILITY TO ACQUIRE PROJECT LAND

(Canadian River Park

snsconsaucnonase | Gograicru M T

|Cemral Branch Library

| |
| comicronm o | . |
|

East Branch Library

Indoor Aguatic Center |

EYF ersconsrucrion/ase | pRoecr constRucrion |

Indoor Multi-Sport Facility |
James Garner Avenue Extension |

m /A8ES n

Parks Projects

Andrews Park

Existing Neighborhood Parks
New Neighborhood Parks
New Trail Development
Ruby Grant Park

Saxon Park

Westwood Tennis Center

Senior Citizens Center

Sports Complex Projects

Griffin Park MASTER PLAN I F 1T
Reaves Park MASTER PLAN PRECONSTRUCTION / ARE
Softball & Football Complex i | ianbaca  rre/nee |

Traffic Improvements
Related to Specific Projects

Westwood Family Aquatic Center

-Land Acquisition / Site Preparation / Infrastructure / Lease Negotiations
Preconstruction / Architecture & Engineering (A&E) / Design / Testing

-iject Construction

-Uperat‘mg Partner Agreement
-Parks & Recreation Master Planning
-Project To Be Determined based on certain factors
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ANNUAL EVENTS

DADDY DAUGHTER DANCE

Norman Parks and Recreation's Daddy Daughter Dance occurs around February each year. This
Norman tradition brings fathers and daughters together for a fun night on the dance floor.

OUTDOOR MOVIE SERIES

The outdoor movie series is throughout the summer at both Lions and Reaves Park. Popular
animated films are shown for families to enjoy on a summer night!

4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION

The 4th of July Celebration happens each year at Reaves Park. The celebration includes live music,
food trucks, a cornhole tournament and much more.

MOTHER SON DANCE

This event was created after the constant success of the Daddy Daughter dance. It offers a night of
dancing for boys age 4-14 with the most special lady in their life.

EASTER EGG HUNT

Each year at Andrews Park the department hosts their annual Easter egg hunt. The event is free
for children eight and under and includes bounce houses, photos with the Easter bunny and much
more.

FUNDING

The Norman Parks and Recreation Department is a government entity funded by taxpayer dollars.
This funding is used to operate and pay their employees.
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FUN FOR THE
WHOLE FAMILY!

VISIT A PARK
TODAY!










55 COMMUNITY PARKS

34 SPORTS FIELDS

5 RECREATION CENTERS

BASKETBALL

FOOTBALL

VOLLEYBALL

Norman Parks and Recreation offers six sports 

opportunities to the community. Sports are available 

for young boys and girls as well as adults. In addition, 

the department offers summer sports camps and golf 

programs. The offerings not in the graphic above are 

youth and adult softball and baseball. 
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WHAT WE OFFER

55 COMMUNITY PARKS

34 SPORTS FIELDS

5 RECREATION CENTERS

SPORTS

BASKETBALL

FOOTBALL

VOLLEYBALL

Norman Parks and Recreation offers six 

sports leagues to the community. Sports 

are available for young boys and girls as 

well as adults. In addition, the department 

offers summer sports camps and golf 

programs. Other sports offered are youth 

and adult softball and baseball. 

For more information: 

www.normanok.gov/pakrs/sports

FUN FOR THE 

WHOLE FAMILY!

VISIT A PARK 

TODAY!

The Norman Parks and Recreation 

reservation service is now live! Visit the link 

below to purchase your Westwood Water 

Park pass, reserve a space at one of our 

Parks or sign up for swim lessons! 

For more information:  

https://webtrac.normanok.gov/wbwsc/web 

trac.wsc/splash.html
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12th Avenue Rec Spotlight

[MAY 2018]

Adult Softball Registration

‘National Chocolate Custard day.

Sports Camp Registration

Irving Rec Center Spotlight]

National School Nurse day

Legacy Park Spotlight

s month oo J.Baskabalcamp

‘Westwood Grand opening.

National Chocolate Chip day.
Litrle Ax Center Spotlight

Whittier Rec Spotlight

Senior Center Spotlight

Two months unil Speed camp

Norman North Graduation

Andrews Park Spotlight

One Month until Baseball camp

Movie in the Park
Lions Park Spotlight

Soccer Camp Begins
National Creativity day

NPS Last day of school

SATURDAY 5
Cinco De Mayo
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Happy Graduation OU!

SATURDAY 19

Volleyball Camp promo

SATURDAY 26
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ABOUT NORMAN PARKS & REC

The mission of the Parks and Recreation department is, “to provide accessible, attractive,
enjoyable and safe park facilities and recreation activities for the citizens of Norman.” Through key
events and programming, the parks and recreation department strives to create a fun and active
environment in the Norman community. The department operates 55 neighborhood and
community parks and several other recreation facilities.
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